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D O M I N I O N

J e r e m y had n o t h u n t e d f o r t w o y e a r s . H i s l o a d e d g u n s

h u n g i n t h e g u n r a c k a b o v e t h e f i r e p l a c e in his c a b i n , and

h e n e v e r t o o k t h e m d o w n . H e had e v e n p u t h i s h u n t i n g

t r o p h i e s - - a s t u f f e d r e d f o x , t h e m o u n t e d h e a d o f a t e n - p o i n t

b u c k , a w i l d c a t w i t h its m o u t h f i x e d in a s n a r l - - i n t h e

s t o r a g e s h a c k b e h i n d h i s b e d r o o m .

Y e t h e had b e e n a n e c s t a t i c h u n t e r s i n c e h e w a s a b o y .

H e c o u l d r e c a l l e v e r y d e t a i l o f t h e w o o d s w h e r e h e had

w a l k e d i n t o t h e s a n c t u a r i e s o f h i s p r e y , f l u s h e d t h e m o u t ,

and b r o u g h t t h e m t o h i m s u d d e n l y a s h e r a i s e d h i s g u n t o h i s

s h o u l d e r and f i r e d w i t h h i s q u i c k r i g h t h a n d . I t had e x c i t e d

h i m t o o t o c a s t h i s l i n e i n t o t h e r i v e r and feel a f i s h

t a k e t h e l u r e , r e s p o n d i n g t o h i m , f l a i l i n g b u t s t i l l

g r a c e f u l , f r o m t h e d a r k d e p t h s u n d e r t h e r u s h i n g w a t e r .

He t a u g h t m a t h e m a t i c s in a s m a l l h i g h s c h o o l t h a t

s e r v e d s e v e r a l t i n y t o w n s i n o n e d i s t r i c t . H e had t a k e n t h e

j o b b e c a u s e t h e s c h o o l w a s d e e p i n t h e n o r t h , and t h e w o o d s

w a s o n l y a f e w m i l e s a w a y i n any d i r e c t i o n . I n t h e c l a s s r o o m
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h e w a s r i g o r o u s b e c a u s e h i s i n s t i n c t t o l d h i m t h a t a m o n g

t h e r e g i o n ' s n a t i v e t e e n a g e r s , t h e s o n s and d a u g h t e r s o f

f a r m e r s and o f b u s i n e s s m e n w h o d e p e n d e d f o r t h e i r

l i v e l i h o o d s o n t o u r i s t s p a s s i n g t h r o u g h t o r e s o r t s , t h e r e

w e r e s o m e w h o had n a t u r a l g i f t s f o r a b s t r a c t l o g i c . H e w a s

s i n g l e m i n d e d and a l m o s t m e r c i l e s s i n h i s t e a c h i n g . H e

d a m a n d e d h a r d w o r k f r o m h i s s t u d e n t s ; h e t r a c k e d t h e i r

i d e a s c a r e f u l l y and t h e n s u r p r i s e d t h e m w i t h q u e s t i o n s t h a t h e

h o p e d w o u l d s t a r t l e t h e m i n t o u s i n g t h e i r t a l e n t s .

But i n the s p r i n g a f t e r h i s g u n s had b e e n s i l e n t f o r

t h e s e c o n d h u n t i n g s e a s o n in a r o w , h e b e g a n to be g e n t l e and

e v e n d r e a m y i n c l a s s . H e s m i l e d i n d u l g e n t l y a t w r o n g

a n s w e r s , p o i n t e d o u t c o m p l i c a t e d p a t h s t o s o l u t i o n s , and l e t

his s t u d e n t s w o r k a s l o n g a s t h e y c o u l d w i t h o u t his

i n t e r f e r e n c e .

T h a t s a m e s p r i n g h e s u r p r i s e d h i m s e l f b y g o i n g o u t o f

his w a y t o a v o i d s t e p p i n g o n w i l d f l o w e r s a s h e a p p r o a c h e d

h i s c a b i n . H e had s c a r c e l y n o t i c e d b e f o r e , w h e n h e l e f t t h e

p a t h i n t h e w o o d s , t h a t h i s big b o o t s w e r e c r u s h i n g s p r i n g

b e a u t i e s and v i o l e t s and e v e n t h e g r e a t w h i t e p e t a l s o f

t r i l l i u m s . Now h e c o n c e n t r a t e d o n p l a c i n g h i s f e e t o n mud o r

r o c k s o r fal1 e n l o g s .

One d a y w h e n t h e s e s t r a n g e n e w m o o d s w e r e e s p e c i a l l y

s t r o n g i n h i m , h e d e c i d e d t o g i v e his m a r e m o r e r o o m t o r u n .

H e had m o r e t h a n f i f t y a c r e s o f c l e a r e d l a n d a r o u n d h i s

c a b i n and a n o t h e r h u n d r e d o f w o o d s ; b u t h e had f e n c e d i n



3

a small paddock w h e r e she w a l k e d , g r a z i n g and occasionally

lifting her e x q u i s i t e head to look out over the fields.It

would be more d i f f i c u l t to catch her if he gave her more

room, but he had not ridden her all w i n t e r and did not think

he would be riding her soon. But before he released her into

the backwoods he would have to mend the fence at the edge of

his property so she w o u l d n ' t be l o s t , for his fence had gaps in

it where the barbed wire had rusted through and the posts

had rotted and fallen d o w n .

The next Saturday he drove to the h a r d w a r e store at the

center of town to buy some f e n c i n g . He parked his pickup

truck directly in front of the b u i l d i n g , and as he was

putting coins in the parking m e t e r , he saw a woman leaving

the store with her hands full of small packages of flower

s e e d s . Jeremy watched her without m o v i n g , keeping his head

bent over the m e t e r . She was l o n g - l i m b e d , and she had a

narrow face and dark hair that fell below her s h o u l d e r s .

When she passed him she looked at him shyly but did not

quicken her pace. He could see that her hair was a little

tangled at the e n d s , and he could imagine burrs caught in

it. He thought he had seen her b e f o r e , perhaps years a g o .

He was tempted to ask the clerk in the hardware store if

he knew her n a m e , who she w a s , where she came from, but

he picked out his fencing in s i l e n c e , n o d d e d and wrote out a

check when the clerk handed him his sales slip.

Jeremy worked on the fence all the next a f t e r n o o n ; he
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used his p o s t h o l e d i g g e r to p e n e t r a t e the soil t h a t w a s

t h i c k e n e d b y d e c a y i n g l e a v e s , d r o v e i n t h e p o s t s , and s t r u n g

s t r a n d a f t e r s t r a n d of new w i r e . T h e n he took his truck up

the dirt road t h a t led f r o m his back a c r e s to his n e i g h b o r ' s

land and f i n a l l y to his c a b i n .

As he d r o v e a r o u n d a c u r v e t h a t e m e r g e d in o p e n f i e l d s ,

he saw the w o m a n w a l k i n g t o w a r d him on the gravel b e s i d e the

d i t c h . S h e w a s w e a r i n g a l o n g , full g r a y s k i r t and a red

s w e a t e r . He r e c o g n i z e d her at o n c e f r o m her long dark hair

and her q u i e t m a n n e r . It s e e m e d to him t h a t her

f o o t s t e p s , e v e n o n the g r a v e l , w o u l d not b r e a k the s t i l l n e s s

a r o u n d h e r . For t h i s r e a s o n h e w a s n o t e v e n t e m p t e d t o b l o w

his h o r n , but he r a i s e d his hand as he d r o v e p a s t .

As soon as he had r e a c h e d his c a b i n and p a r k e d his

t r u c k , h e w e n t out into t h e p a d d o c k and o p e n e d the g a t e t h a t

led to the w o o d s . The m a r e l o o k e d up at him and p o i n t e d h e r

s m a l l , f i n e l y s h a p e d e a r s in his d i r e c t i o n , t h e n put her

head down and c o n t i n u e d g r a z i n g . But by m o r n i n g she had

d i s a p p e a r e d into t h e tall t r e e s .

The next n i g h t J e r e m y d r e a m t t h a t h e w a s h u n t i n g for

d e e r in a f o r e s t t h a t g r e w d a r k e r as he p e n e t r a t e d i t ;

l e a v e s that hung d o w n from the b e e c h t r e e s l i n i n g his path

g r e w m o r e and m o r e e n o r m o u s . He heard a s t i r r i n g in the l e a v e s ahead of

h i m , t h e n shot and r e a l i z e d too late t h a t he had hit the

m a r e . He c a m e u p o n h e r w h e r e she was l y i n g on her side in

the p a t h ; s h e was b l e e d i n g t h r o u g h her s i l k y coat just b e l o w
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her n e c k . He knelt down to put his hand on the w o u n d , and

she folded her feet u n d e r h e r , r o s e and f l e d , b e c o m i n g two

horses as she r e a c h e d the h o r i z o n and c i r c l e d b a c k .

The w o m a n ' s image f l a s h e d t h r o u g h his mind time after

time during the next few m o n t h s , but he didn't see her again

until the end of the s u m m e r . One day w h e n he was w a l k i n g

t h r o u g h town with Virgil Foster', a l a n k y , b e s p e c t a c l e d h i s t o r y

t e a c h e r from the high s c h o o l , he saw her leaving a r e s t a u r a n t

with an older w o m a n . He turned q u i c k l y to V i r g i l . " W h o is

that woman just ahead of u s - - d o you k n o w ? "

"The y o u n g e r o n e , I guess you m e a n ? "

" Y e s . "

"That's Phoebe C l a i r e . The w o m a n with her is her a u n t ,

Gladys S t e v e n s . "

"Is she from around h e r e - - P h o e b e ? "

" Y e s , from Green L a k e . S h e lost both of her p a r e n t s

w h i l e she was still in c o l l e g e , and s h e ' s come back to live

with the a u n t . "

"Does she w o r k s o m e w h e r e ? "

"She helps G l a d y s some on the f a r m , and I b e l i e v e she

gives piano l e s s o n s . " Virgil took a long stride to the curb

and went to his c a r , parked near the c o r n e r of the main

s t r e e t . " I don't s u p p o s e y o u ' d like to hunt some birds this

w e e k e n d , " he said.

" N o . "



"Don't f o r g e t a b o u t my party t h e n . "

" R i g h t - - s o l o n g . "

Jeremy f o l l o w e d the two w o m e n for a n o t h e r block and k e p t

far e n o u g h behind t h e m so that they w o u l d be u n l i k e l y to n o t i c e

him even if they t u r n e d a r o u n d . But he was s u d d e n l y o v e r c o m e

w i t h shame at his s t a l k i n g , and he w e n t down a side s t r e e t

and w a l k e d in the o p p o s i t e d i r e c t i o n .

V i r g i l ' s p a r t y , an annual g a t h e r i n g for the high school

f a c u l t y and his f r i e n d s from the t o w n s in the d i s t r i c t , was

on the next F r i d a y . Jeremy was sorry t h a t he had agreed to

g o . He knew he w o u l d be l a t e , but he ran for five m i l e s in

the w o o d s , s h o w e r e d , and then took his t i m e g e t t i n g d r e s s e d ,

s i t t i n g with his s h i r t off and r e a d i n g the t w o - y e a r - o l d i s s u e s

of Field and S t r e a m that w e r e s t a c k e d on his c o f f e e t a b l e .

When he f i n a l l y d r o v e his truck up to V i r g i l ' s h o u s e ,

the s t r e e t was l i n e d with cars on both s i d e s , and he had to

park around the b l o c k . A s soon as he w a l k e d up to the

h o u s e , V i r g i l came to the d o o r . " G o o d to see you at l a s t , " he said

The room was c r o w d e d w i t h p e o p l e d r i n k i n g beer or w i n e ,

and it was hot and n o i s y . Jeremy felt p r e s s u r e d , a l m o s t

t r a p p e d , and he w a s t e m p t e d to turn a r o u n d and go back out

the d o o r , b u t s u d d e n l y his h e a r t s o u n d e d in his e a r s like a

p a r t r i d g e f l u s h e d from s h e l t e r . The w o m a n - - P h o e b e - - w a s

s i t t i n g in an a r m c h a i r in the c o r n e r . She was w e a r i n g a

d a r k , s h o r t d r e s s , and her hair was p u l l e d back and pinned in

a b u n , so that for a m o m e n t he h a d n ' t r e c o g n i z e d h e r - -
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but y e s , there she w a s . Virgil put his long arm around

Jeremy's s h o u l d e r s , t h e n motioned with his head toward the

corner where the woman was sitting . "Jer ,that' s the girl you

were asking me about the other d a y - - P h o e b e Claire. D'you

want to meet h e r ? "

Jeremy nodded and followed him.After she was

introduced, Phoebe gave him her hand c a s u a l l y , but when he

looked directly into her e y e s , darker now in the shadow

where she s a t , he saw that she recognized him and was

startled.

"Virgil told me that you moved here not long ago,"Jeremy

said.

" Y e s . "

"Are you finding it boring? There's not much to do

around h e r e . "

"Oh,no. This is my home--I'm from Green L a k e . "Sadness

passed across her face."I was raised only a few miles from

h e r e . "

"It's beautiful c o u n t r y . "

"Yes--I used to take my horse out and ride through the

woods or the fields all day s o m e t i m e s . "

"Do you still ride--do you ride n o w ? "

"I do when I have the c h a n c e . My parents sold my horse

when I went away to c o l l e g e . "

Jeremy glanced to his side and saw two young women

a p p r o a c h i n g . " ! have a horse,an Arabian m a r e - - " But the women
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were already in front of Phoebe's c h a i r .

" P h o e b e ! What are you doing h e r e ? " one of the women was

s a y i n g , " W h e r e have you been? We haven't seen you f o r e v e r . "

Jeremy walked back across the room and left her to

e x p l a i n , listened to her quiet voice e x p l a i n i n g . He spent

another five minutes talking to Virgil and then left.

When he got home he looked in the phone book for

Phoebe's n u m b e r . Her name wasn't l i s t e d , but he found her

aunt's number under Gladys S t e v e n s , Route 3, Green

Lake.He called the farm on Saturday and Phoebe h e r s e l f

a n s w e r e d . Her quiet voice made her s u d d e n l y , vividly present

in his c a b i n . He invited her to ride his mare the next

a f t e r n o o n , and she h e s i t a t e d , then a g r e e d . He wanted to

prolong the m o m e n t , but his imagination failed him and he

decided to end the c o n v e r s a t i o n .

On Sunday Phoebe walked into his barn before n o o n ; she

was wearing sneakers and jeans that fit loosely over her

long legs and n a r r o w h i p s . H e took a b r i d l e from a hook near

the mare's stall and walked with Phoebe through the

p a s t u r e . " D o n ' t you have any boots with h e e l s ? " he a s k e d ,

looking down at her deli c a t e bare a n k l e s . "Those sneakers

might slip through the s t i r r u p s . "

"I was hoping you'd let me ride b a r e b a c k . "

"All r i g h t , if you're used to i t . "

"Yes--I am."

The mare was grazing in open p a s t u r e , and he whistled

to h e r , holding the bridle behind his b a c k . S h e trotted over
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and ate the apple he had b r o u g h t in his j a c k e t p o c k e t . She

didn't resist the b r i d l e w h e n he c a u g h t her f o r e l o c k and

slipped the bit in her m o u t h ; b u t she had not been ridden in

m o n t h s , a n d she c i r c l e d a r o u n d , trying to avoid being

m o u n t e d . J e r e m y f i n a l l y tied the reins to a f e n c e , and m a k i n g

a cup of his hands for P h o e b e ' s f o o t , b o o s t e d her u p . He

untied the reins and slipped them o v e r the m a r e ' s head into

Phoebes h a n d s , then w a l k e d ahead of t h e m to the open g a t e .

When the m a r e w a l k e d t h r o u g h i t , Phoebe i m m e d i a t e l y t o u c h e d

the heel of her s n e a k e r to her barrel . The mare

sprung into a g a l l o p and began r u n n i n g a c r o s s the f i e l d .

"Too f a s t , to f a s t - - r e i n her i n ! " Jeremy s h o u t e d . But

Phoebe was riding a b l y , e a s i l y . She took the m a r e to the

road and let her have her head until she slowed down on her

o w n , c a n t e r i n g , t r o t t i n g ,then w a l k i n g quickJTly. Phoebe

turned her back and rode slowly around the field several

t i m e s , finally w a l k i n g her back to the gate w h e r e Jeremy was

s t a n d i n g . He looked up at P h o e b e ' s f l u s h e d c h e e k s and

t a n g l e d dark h a i r .

"You were going pretty f a s t . "

" Y e s , I think she liked being let o u t . "

"Do you want me to give you a hand d o w n ? "

"Of c o u r s e n o t . " Phoebe slid l i g h t l y to the

g r o u n d . " D o n ' t you w a n t to ride y o u r s e l f ? "

" N o , I'll just walk her a l i t t l e m o r e to cool her d o w n . "
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P h o e b e w a l k e d with him a r o u n d the p a d d o c k , the m a r e p a d d i n g

n e r v o u s l y behind t h e m . "I w a n t to see you a g a i n , "Jeremy

s a i d .

Phoebe looked at him shyly w i t h o u t t u r n i n g her h e a d . " Y e s , all

r i g h t . "

They began s p e n d i n g e v e r y w e e k e n d t o g e t h e r . He rented a

h o r s e so he could r i d e with her w h e n she rode the m a r e ; they

sat t h r o u g h every m o v i e t h a t c a m e t o G r e e n L a k e , Jeremy m i s s i n g w h o l e

lines of d i a l o g u e w h e n t h e i r s h o u l d e r s t o u c h e d in the d a r k .

S o m e t i m e s they w e n t deep in the w o o d s to pick b e r r i e s or

m u s h r o o m s , and she w o u l d d i s a p p e a r into the trees ahead of

h i m , and then c i r c l e back so q u i c k l y t h a t he was s t a r t l e d to

find her at his s i d e . Yet he r a r e l y k i s s e d her or even

t o u c h e d her during t h e s e long s e a s o n s . He w a i t e d to be sure of

her r e s p o n s e to h i m , w a i t e d for her to c o m e to him u n a w a r e s .

One spring day w h e n they had e a t e n lunch t o g e t h e r in

t o w n , they went for a walk on a hill w h e r e the grass

was a l r e a d y g r o w i n g . T h e wi n d was b l o w i n g , and P h o e b e was

h a v i n g t r o u b l e w a l k i n g uphill and a r o u n d r o c k s b e c a u s e she

was d r e s s e d in her long gray s k i r t .

"You should h a v e c h a n g e d c l o t h e s b e f o r e we c a m e up

h e r e , " Jeremy s a i d .

" Y e s . " She sat down on a b o u l d e r and he bent over her

and kissed her h a i r and then her face and her m o u t h .

"I w a n t you to m a r r y m e , " he said s u d d e n l y . He saw his

m i s t a k e i m m e d i a t e l y .

" N o . " He w a n t e d to pull her down off the rock and lie
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in the grass with her, p r e s s i n g the w h o l e length of her body

to h i s . But he r e s t r a i n e d h i m s e l f and sat down next to h e r .

"Do you see t h o s e g e n t i a n s over t h e r e ? " he a s k e d . They

w e r e at some d i s t a n c e , at the edge of the w o o d s , but he

had trained his a l r e a d y sharp sight w h i l e he was a h u n t e r ,

and he could see t h e i r long s l e n d e r s t e m s and the

v i o l e t - b l u e petals that he knew bore d e l i c a t e f r i n g e s .

" Y e s , I see t h e m , " Phoebe said.

He sat quietly for some time b e f o r e he spoke a g a i n . " Y o u

are really b e a u t i f u l . "

"Oh! You know I'm n o t - - "

"Yes you a r e , t h o u g h . "

She stood up s u d d e n l y and r a n , her skirt drawn up to

her k n e e s . Jeremy could have c a u g h t up with her e a s i l y , but

he put his fists in his j a c k e t p o c k e t s and let her g o .

When he spoke of m a r r i a g e again it was a l m o s t m i d s u m m e r

He was with her b e s i d e a l i t t l e stream that flowed through

her a u n t ' s p r o p e r t y . H e stopped and leaned a g a i n s t a great

m a p l e tree and pulled her to h i m , then asked her to marry

him again and a g a i n , h o l d i n g h e r , k i s s ing h e r , p l e a d i n g

c o a x i n g .

" P h o e b e , why do you r e s i s t m e - - w h y ? "

She looked d i r e c t l y at him and s p o k e w i t h o u t h e s i t a t i n g ,

" B e c a u s e y o u ' r e d a n g e r o u s . " He felt the j u s t i c e and the

c a l u m n y of t h i s .

"Wei 1, y o u ' r e f r e e . "


