
BOHtlD K« ROBEMaERO 
4.785 Ful lerton Av# 
Detroi t 3BP MichlgEn 

N5& 

A Poem in dramtic form 



J r M d y . . . . . . . The Kaiser *a kmvm 

Kaiser of frcgut* 

Minister of Sta t* 

Captain of Kaiser ' s Array 

Awaat, . . „ . , . , , . . . , , . , . , . . , Soldier in Kaiser ' s Anay 

E p h r a i m . . . . . * , , , » » . , » » * » . . . . . . Gfintor of Altenschule, older brother to the 

Rabbi 

Baruoh • . . . . , . « « « . . . , . . . . , . , . Babbi of Altenschule 

Members of the Congela t ion 

Qr&oe 

Soldiers , minis te rs , lords sad l s d i e s of the court 
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..A UMW OP.TffE: GOIXH 

Act 1 
Ssese 1? Cestle of bh-s Kaiser 

FR&DDY (entering)t The r e i n smarts m& fao#»*# 

i t ' s eoM ©0 b i t t e r tear** 

>j FAISEl! What kept you? 
y 

I m s impatient .for your coming* 

fEIDDI? I went to th~* inn to buy ayself e drink 

and pick some neet gaae 

but th«5 l i g h t s Morm oa t and the doors locked. 

KRISERt Is i t tha t bad? 

FREDDY* De&thcerta ruiable dow» the cobbled s t r e e t s 

heap-full of thias plague 's t o l l t 

K&X5ER* There i s no moon or s t a r s ? 

fBEBDJ1 %• Th# re in descends frozen on Jagged roof-tops 

and shingled towers J 

i t ' s harvest time in t h i s gothio tows. 

KAISER* Do s ta r s plug the stop® of heaven's Instrument 

to deafen us with e continuous diacor&ent t r i l l ? 

TftEDDXt In the town, people have l o s t t he i r shr ivel ing feer j 



they grow &ngF?t threatening vengeance a t grawysrds, 

quarreling in the streets* 

Two nan attacked one of yawr soldier© tonijbt 

. and murdered Mm. . . 

K&ISgtt Baougfe talk of turmoil i 

I pay you for your wit 

" " '• ' and you copy epitaphs from nightmare* • 

ISEDBXs I have hung up wp smile to dry* 

KAISER f Why did you leave BM» ©lone? 

I haw drink here*** take some* 

MBUSTER (enters)t % lord, your captain i s here to see you* 

KAISER* More trouble? ' . 

MIKISXERs Ye®, jsy Lord, he wishes to bring charges before your ^udgaaat 

ageInst one of his wen, 

(Enter tept&in, A-rraa, and soldiers) 

GAPTAlflt Good evening, ray lord* 

KAISER t <feod? 

CAFTAIftt 1 taring th is esse to yon, s i r , as an exasgple for the other laan**** 

Ma crime, I think, requires soxm grsnd punlehmmt 

fbr i f his actions were dupliested., .* 



^JK^tt 

X&ISER* Stlfl** yo*xr rage, captain. 

What are the accusation*? 

C&JPTAJMt HB has disobeyed my eomaana 

and demonstrated a aoet cowardly disposition. •• 

aiSKai la vfaet way? 

CAPTAIN* Oar operation i» to clean the g»tr®ets 

of corpses sack n igh t— 

you know, the left-overs, shall M» say? 

KAXS&lc l e t ' s not say I t , 

CAPTAIN* Mo oasis to a bridge tonight 

wtoer® aem bodlos si l ted up th® water beneath 

and I gsve orders to haul ttmm up 

and. eert then e-v»ay» 

Th«? other soldl«r* wont down umeoiaplslning 

but h« remained. I told hi.m to go down 

again but ha ©aid he mo&m& a toreh* 

I told him it was light enough for what 

he had to do down there, yet he would not goJ 

B&ISEBt That is all? 

I wrnry of this asorbid tele* Captain—--

I have b©an told that the days when » n were giants are gom*t 

so I BJtist eontent rays#lf to te a minor king* 

but I ̂ row siok to see stieh earleatorss 

at pettiness... 



• 

GAPTAIIt I f s l t i t w <3«fc3r.*# 

KAISER t Do yoor duty ©Issidfoer© ! 

Ml» a boy, I stoop to pick tip »ton«*» 

©aeealne th© aspect of s n a i l 

and t&ck-coming 1MM t i e s 

but 1 s h a l l not sourSgs nyes l f 

with t he i r sxorenHtt* 

(To Captein) I do »ot want t o s#« you. Gfo# 

(To Awara) Ion, Sold ie r , rsoaln hers* 

(Captain and, so ld ie r s e x i t ) 

AVRAMt l a s , wy Lard. 

KAISSRi frsd&y, pour him a d r ink , 

(To Avram) Do not 'bow your head so low, 

I osnnot spesk to suoh a ha i ry fa©»» 

AVRAM t Yes, Sir* 

KAISER t What I s your nea#? 

AVRAMi Avram, Sir* 

KAISER* Avrea? 

A Jsw in ay »rmyt Sirsngs—«» 

Tel l a s , Avram, do your psopls t a lk op«nly 

of t he i r sxoreisas and sorcery? 

AVRAMs I do not know of eny* 



BAISERi Cone, do thay not bring back the dead 

by black art* .,,, 

have you not heard them planning 

to poison our wellsf 

AfHAMl I do not go to their church, 

K&JSHit Bo not go to synagogue? 

Sou ere a convert then? 

A VRAM I I have no religion* 

KaESSEt Good,, then m are of the sssie religion, 

'Brink up, lad* 

AVRaMi Thank yrra* 

KaltfgRt This is Freddy. He is sqy Jester and ay knave* 

Comedians ar© masters in tines of anguish, 

he rules ay court in Most ttnseealy fsshloa 

yet they love hi»* 

fioaen beckon to his and, men drink with him, 

though h© has a fee® like a skull* 

with bad breath, and tells no storiesi 

IBEDOXi To© busy,**, 

KAISlBi Avraia, I see that you have not bsea caught 

in the cowon honey-comb of belonging. 

Though a soldier* you stsnd alone—— 

with no price* and innocent* 

Sou are- sensitive am! do not deal in cteetfa like a soldier 
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and you do not t rade l i ke a Jew ^ 

• ye t you ©re both— This i n t e r e s t s a»* 

AUMMt I am only om of a number f 

wouM be l o s t then 

i f I t wore not fa r t ha t 'weakness 

vlhteh s e t s m> a p a r t . 

}A kind of 1taping g a i t 

focused i n the sc ru t in i s ing eye 

| t o msk© as not wholly on** 

l e t would I be l E » e u l a t e to s TOW 

i f promised to be chosen a lone , 

wi l l ing ly a laartyr to souse subllise f a c t , 

K&.ISEH* lour people find Martyrdom del ic ious* 

ffaey love to s lag in Minor key* 

AVEAMi I have no people* 

They t a lk of be t t e r ttises 

when time i t s e l f deteriorate© us* 

They 'talk of men's hopes 

ye t hop© has no sen* 

} Wistx everything t s so rfiMom and. complex 
{ 

j. end I am sieged with e f i e ry r a in 
I 
11 grope for a beam from sose .polar star 

whose eye opens into radiance* 



mfcptm 

KAISER t 8w*#t aristocrat,! ' . - • 

Urothar of Ktne— 9h»#« ' (fal ters) 

la tely I gjpow weak 

and fear the physician's old r@fra|i*| 

i f d#aih has dealt to nm too 

Vhat can I be sure of? Let as s i t* 

AVHAM* Xou are fairored "by T^1^ special bir thj 

I have no such claim to singularity* 

XaXSSftt I know your longing* Avrasu (drinks) 

ftjt I hope I am reasabersd as on« 

•yfeo played, wo pol i t ies , mr&A not to change 

the progression of t i n t 

but a rmn rich in learning*. 

a di let tante of sraasio and. food** 

a virtuoso with wmrnn, 

Ittnd you, I teve compassion for the people 

but when their woes 

seep through ay "wells 

to disturb »gr sleep, I'll haw* none of it J 

AURAMt Let your ministers take thoaa pro blows, 

KAISER* I reed in «y ministers eyes 

thou#ts of deposing we-

They are fickle and profit-loving 

all of the& are that -**ay» 


