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Pre8dYsesesrveraravrsnscrevarves The Kaisef ‘s ﬁnavn

telger of rogue

Hinister of State

Captein of Xalser ‘s Army

AVram, ..oc.oraenrorevvescnsnese Soldier in !*Taiaez"a;i Army

ErirsiMaavsscrenvresnnorvnsans Orntor af ﬁltenschule; older brothar to the
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Boldiers, ministers, lords end ladies of the cowrd
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Seone 1; Ceatle of th: Kalser

FRADDY {entering)s The rein smorts my fnoeess
it's oold ss bitter tenre.

-5 FAISER:  Uhet kept you?

I wus imprtient for your coming.

FREDDY: I went to the inn to buy myself e drink
and plick some neet gane

but. the 1ishte were out and the doors locked,
KaISERt Is it thst bed?

fRYODY: Deztheerts runble dowm the ocobbled streets

hecp-full of this pleguets toll,
KAISFRs There is no moon or gtare?

FREDDY: Yo« The rein descends frogzen on Jegged roof-tope J
end shingled towers: |

it's hervest time in this gotric town,

KAISFRS Do sters plus; the stops of heeven's {nstrument

to denfen us ¥With 8 eontiruous dlscordant 4rill?

FREDDY:  In the town, people have lost their shriveling fecyj
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| _ | they groew sngry, threstening vengoanca £t greveynids,
| o guarrsling in the streets,

r _ o :: Two men sttacked ome of your soldiers toniht

| | end murdered him, |

KAISER: Enough telk of twrmolll

I pay you for your wit
~ 7 and you gopy epitephs {rom aightmures.

FREDDY: I have hung up my smile to dry.

FAISERt Why did you leeve me eclone?

I bave drink here,.. take some.
MDTISTER (enters)}t My lord, your csptain is hers to see yous
KAISER: More trouble?

MINISTER: Yes, my Lord, he wishes to btwing cherges before your judgment
ageinst one of his men.

(Enter Captsin, Avrsm, snd soldiors)
CAPTAIN: Good evening, my lord,
KAISERt Good?

CAFTALN: 1 briny this cese to you, sir, 88 an exmaple for the other mensse,
hin erime, I think, requiresz szome grsnd punisbment |
for 1f his aotions were Juplicrted,ess

|
|
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KAISERs Btifle your rege, captain,

¥het sre the secusetions?

CAPTAIN: He hes disobeyed my commsnd
and demonsireted = rost covardly dlapositione..

RAISER:  In what wmy?

-~ CAPTAING Our operation is to clean the streets
of eorpses sach night—-
you know, the left-overs, shall ws say?

KAISER: let's noi pay 1%,

CAPTAING HWe cawm to e bridge tonight
vhere soms bodlss silted up the water benesth
snd I gove orders to haul them up
end cert them awaey,
The other soldlsrs went down uncomplaining
but he remmined, I told him to go down
again tut he said he nseded & torch,
I told him 1t wea 1izht enough for what
he had to do down there, yet he would not gol _ | |

— KALSERs  Thet 4s 2117
I wesry of this morbid tale, Coptatn—
I have been told that the days when men were giants ere gone,
#o0 I mst content myeell to be a minor king,
but I grow sick 1o see such earicetures

of pettiness... ' | i



CGAPTAING I felt it my dutyeee

XAISER: Do your duty elsevhere !
Idke & boy, I steop to plok up stones,
exspdng the aspect of anell
and thckecomin: beetles
Cut I ahall not emudge myself
with their exorement,
(To Captain} I do not went to ses you. Oo.

{To Avram}  You, Soldier, remain here,
{Captain and soliiers exit)
AVRAM: Yea, my lord.

EAISER:  Freddy, pour hinm a Arink,
(Te Avram) Do not bow your head so low,

I ornnot spesk to such & halry fooe,
AVRAM ¢ les, Sir,
KAIBER: Whet is your neme?
AVRAN:  Avram, 3ir,

KAISER: Avrem?

A Jew in my ermy? Stronge——w

Tell me, Avram, do your people talk openly

of their excorolsms and sorsery?

AVRAM: I do mot know of any,
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KAISER: Come, do they not tring bsck the deed |
" by black ert, o
have you not hesrd ihem plarming
te polson our wells?

AVRAMa I do ot go to their church.

EAISER: Do not go to symzgogus?
You are & convert then?

AVRAM: I have no relisions

RAISER: Uood, then we are of the some religlon.
Drink up, lad.

AVRAM:  Thank you.

EAIW'R: This iz Freddy. He 12 ny Jester and my knave,
Comediens sre masters in times of anguish,
he rules my court in most unseenly feshion
yot they love him. _
Women beckon to hiz and men drink with hllm,
though he has a fece like o skull,
with bed txeath, snd tells no storles)

- FREDDYs Too MusFease

KALSER®  Avram, 1 see thst you have noit been ceaught
in the sommn honey-condb of belongling.
Though a soldier, you stend alone——w-

with no price, end innocent.

You ar< gensitive an? do not deal in desth like 2 soldier 1




AVRAM:

EAIBFR:

AVBAM:

ard you do not trede like & Jew

3

-yt you &re both-~ This interests me.

Iem only one of ” nmbef;

would be lost then

1f 4t wvere not for thet weaknees

sihioh sete mwe apertd.,

gh kind of liamping =it

_. focused In the gerntinizing eye

;%to meke me not wholly one,

Yot would I be dmmrculate to & vow

if promised to be chosen alone,
willingly s mariyr to some sublime fact,

Your people find msrtyrdom delisious,

They love 4o sing in miner key.

I have no people,.

They telk of better times

when time itself deteriorstes ums,
They talk of nmen's hopes

~ yet hope hag no men.

! When everything is so random and complex

£

|8nd I am sleged with & flery rain

I grope for & besm from some polar ster

whore eye opena into rediance.




FAISER:

AVRAM:

KAISER)

AVRAM:

KAISFR:

Sueet srictoeratd

Brother of mine—— Th..e  (feltera)
Intely I goow wenk

and fesr the physician's old refrein;
Af denth hes dealt to me too

what oan I be sure of? let me sit,

Iou are frvored by your special birthi

I heve no such eleim %o singulsrity.

I ¥now your longing, dvram. (drinks)

But I hope 1 am remembered =e one

who played no politics, sered mot to change
the progression of tine

but & man rich in lesrning,

8 dlleltsnta of masic snd foods,

& virtuoge with women.

Mirnd you, I heve compespion for the people
but when thelr woes

peep through my wells

to Alsturb my aleep, I'll have none of it!

let your ministers take those problems,

I resd in my ninisters oyes |
thoughts ~f deposing -
They sre flokle snd profit-loving

all of them sre that way.
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AVRAM:

w10

Mot jusi wministers, but sll-
They ore those enchanted by the novelties of the hour
who retire yesterdays to antiquity
through fear,condescond %o whati has happened
snd only dare guess whei mey, | |
They sre the polished court dolls
refieeting the motlons of thelr identical esncestors
"in minute varistionj | - |
cosmetic souls which blow powdery
by indiscretion of feeling within their glassy capsule.
It is besuty I seek, .
not thet whilch reeks synthetic to the seﬁées,
I not chancres beneath rounge
i and hldden fistulence
but something outside this mundane ordealj
she who iz holy in her loveliness

and pure from the flaws of irregular mortality,

Then I am more fortunate than you, my lord.
For thls becuty you speak of

1 have. L

She is my love

and her name is Grace.

Though from some poor family L

she hes inherited ell riches of beauly
from pasl centuriesg.

her fsce is the very sunlight

that would melt barberic winters,
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in her gesture ia 21l ths lesrning of God,

and for hsr lowe I would rencunce the world.
Hex besuty is your relizion?

She is the reslity of my dream,

bnd Lf she should say

thet it is & she laves

the worda, 1iRe & Weench of silver stars,

shni) kiess the night.

Then, indeed, you sre wore fortunete
thar I, '

MINISTER {enters): My lord, there hes been another outbresk in the city!

MINISTEN:

I have henrd,

No, anotherd
In the ghetto, Jews renk tha windows
of thelr own synagogue

end ahout for the Golems
The monsterl
Doss he renlly exist, this Jolem?

They say that fabbl low
mnny yeurs spo made from strange minerals o terrible glant
who served him lognlly wntil desth. |

I do noit know dhere this Goleam

is supposed to be now
but he hns, thoy say, a grest foree
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KAISER

AVRANM1

KAISER:

AVRAMy

RAIGER:

KATSRR

12w

to propel as well ss destroy.
Do you elieve in him?

Nos Dut I have been iold of his power

meny times since I wns & child,

Avram, you sre sy friend, |

and one of the few that I trast,.

I went you to go to the Altenschule
in the ghetto and beiny the Rabbl
beek here,

I believe in this power,

and though I feer 1%,

gould use it to my own adventzze.

I shell be gled $o do this for you, my lord., [(exiis)

Preddy, 4o you know this Jrece
he speaks of? (drinks)

For if she t.ruly exiasts

i must hsve her for my owm.
I vent sone from such 2 body
to inherit thie thronel

Go, sesrch for her, Fred,

and your will hove zy finest giftl
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Scops 2w Altenschule in Prague {symazogue)
{There is & echember off to the right of center stage, where Ephreim and
Beruch now stond) |

BFERALN: Our psaple exhaust us, Beruch,
‘ - efter they heve deserted the synepgogue
they return to weke demsnds on us,

and shotter thet fregile mewbrane of 1bs zoul.

PARUCE:Y They bave never deserted use _
I ferr we heve deserted then,

EFRAIMt You prefer to see them beck
efter the dsmeze they have done? -

BARUCH:  OF sourss,
We need nww windows for new times,
By your mwethod, to exciude from thie holy senotuary
thoge whoe need it
you nerrow itz boundsrles
Yot do not intensify its holiness,.
You exclude from it the cowrefs tion,

draw it up closer to you

until the wells becomo yeur skin
sad you alone are His houre.

T té them now, Ephralm.

Sinz with then exd forgive Lhote o -

Soon I will Le with you. : _

(Ephraim exits... Berueh is now slone)

. | . . | .
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BRGCH
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Stending slone In & wildarness

I eling o & torch, my signel of faith,

yet wander in the dank bogs of doubt
and wesp wounding tecra.

0 let the fire Yloseom from Your brosth
like & flower in rarkficd sir. |
10r ig my bslief grester thenm Your merey

like some sey & lover's song

fa more bemutifu) than his beloved?

EFRAIM (%0 Congregetion)s You redurn 40 your Fouse of Worship?

Jou come to ua now

that fortune hes been unkind to youe

You briny us zifie of money

éa if to btuy our forglveness,

thinking you will be told thet you rre not responaible
for the sins the% cnumed thir celamity.

Theae coins are infected with Lte-

God would as have an offering of & bloody sowld

1st MEMBRR 3% CONGREGATIONG What heve ve dons to daserve this?

EFHRAIMs

¥ou have wexed 24 in weslth
and acornsd the DoMY.
doasrted the synsgogue.

For prestige, beoame L coeritienl;
iusted holly for power,

fauning over those you Jdesigned loter to suck.

2nd MEMBER: Why our children?
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EPERAIMI You heve forgotten your children

a8 you have violeted the trust of your futhers-=-

BARUCH (entering)t Do mot hurt them more, Ephrsim.

2nd Mr

1at Mz

W oennot sondemn them for this terrible Plaue.
I heve saen the smasgs burleles

my throst was choked with tesrs,

They sll grieve, my people,

not Juat you.

Gur ghetto mirrors FPrague's suffering

as our actions heve been an imege of theirsg
Frague dieas,

Bat ws emrnoi zoouss those that suffer,

rether that suthority vhich has sroun rancid

tn Lt sugust powery

they have nelther lessened the ordeal of the poor
nor relieved the infirms

yebt remein content

to live out their time

until disensed by the punizhment

that thelr vice carries within,

Hust we walt, Rabbi?
Must wa wnit until we all dls

and nothing 1s done? | _ o §

The Gentiles nocuse uz of poisoning their wells

and smerifieing thelir children on Szbbath eve.
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BARUCH: Yes, thozme with tesra in thelir eyes
. esnnot gomprehend the sunlizht,
;_‘-thay went to belisve and mot u.zﬂerﬁtand,
thsy want to shake their fists and ory
%‘Uilling to the words of whilsperers,

: king & ma3 knife to fosus thelr torment

oo

In singular hete.

lst Mt The townspeople plant corpses ‘ ' .
in the synagogue ard by sur homes,

gs ovidence to sacuse us,
BARUCH » 3‘:08, YeZees

2nd Mi They have unsesled greves
to snstoh thelr children out,
®nd there release wreiched derons
uho infect the sip
mith the flutterings of their foul Winéoo

1st Mt Rabbi, we know the lolem existe
and hews heard of its ability.
We know you bear the secret to wake him,
He is the one inetrument to hel® this plight,
yot you keep him for yourself,
You have the power of the Golen.

BARUCH: DByt not the woed of Jod .,

lat Mt And 4f God is unjust | . | ‘
 Whet 1e justice?
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Znd Ms D14 not Rebbl Low will you its use?

BARIUCH: Ah, "its use'... ensy enocuth to say. .
The Golem is in the stiic of this synagogue—
its parts, a clump of muddy clays '
Yot the memory of e fierce shape |
impresses the roof of the skull,
& Viable seed sleeping,
petient for the ripening hour_
_';-to foree itself into & rank snd spiney cresnture?
1ts growth 1s uncontrellsable

its action, irreversible:

it —

e

iend like mome engry mechanism

i

| wnwinding our anguish,
{48 intolerant of individusl concern

resdy only to rerform its obligatory r{tunl

with violent precision,

1st M: Ars we not told thet he 1z servapt

to his peoples' wishes?
BARUCH: Yebt he sleepSaes
2nd M: He would smave the afflicted
| from thelr psraecuiors,

BARIICH: 1 have no sign.
I am not t.he full besrer of a secret;
I have the key to thst mystic cabinst ) -

but do not comprehend its treqsures,
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I know there la s purpose, but doubt the deed
4 do not know the purpose,

;tmd fesy the deed-

iIf ¥ have been annointed

I gocept most humbly,

yet to be chosen ixplles e betroyal-
Is the betrayal my secret, my self?
Ton hove pleked me from the others,

_!!hthm*, this I do kmow

v | but do not fudge me too szeverely
.for I am like the otherst

I vish 1o lesd then from folly

frot I myz=elf must be led.

COMMROAT 1N  (weshing their hends, chenting)
%o wssh ourselves in this water |
to be presentsble before the lord.
We wash our hands
from the evil of the world
so thet we my touch His pure germent.
Jur weshing 12 rituel
and may sur sovl be purified
thogph the washing is from tenra,

{Avram enters)

EPRATM  (leeding the chont)t For the lord will bless us
and know uss
We are waking in the morning

Wo are beginning s day o _ i
and we shall be clean in His sight.
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EFRATIM:

AVRAMs

EFURAIM1

=1 G

There is & music in this solemn aiy

of ancieni iegeey ond sacied symboll
they recsll &8 vine of feeling

é;but from which L camnnot pluck the fruib.
Ei'ha pest is 8 dark wine

which mekes resson mmb

btub incliea the emotion

gmtil it swells like & tide; -

;& think I know the ceremony and the chanting
Eﬁ’.mn another 1ife parbmps

t&‘mm srother dresm, '

hnd yet it haunts e,

&n unubiereble sense

too fer hidden in the brain. _

MBut it 1s a rich and sad musie,

§ I remenber the voices

but not the melody.
You, too, return to the Houwe of the Lord?
I cowe Lo you a8 represenietive of the Kalser,

Do you see him, Baruch?

avpam's son, & pork-ecilng soldivr?

Do you see what haz happened Lo our peopla?
Your presence sppells this temple,
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AVMMAM:  The Kaiser is very anxious about the disorder here,
end is willing Yo deal with yom

to your benefits | | | ﬁ

MRXH: Ny bencfit, Avyen?
Who ctn grin benefit from his ungadlinesse?

AVRAM: Fleass go there and give him what he asks for,
- ' Hig wente sres just _
snd 1f you appense hiﬁz,
I'm surs your whole community will be trosted with specisl favor.

EPURAIM: Yo want nothing from him, | o ?

AVRAM: Pieuse, Rabbi,
if you displesse him _
you do not know what terribls things ocould happen.

BARGCH: Torrible thinge are happen‘lng. right now!

AVRAM: I ean he much worss,

BARUCH: Yes, yes... much worse (exits to his chanmber)

EFRAIM: Bo you are working for the maters wnouw, Avram,
you wear 2 sword ani boots—-

a regular pork-catsr now, eh?

KVRAM: I wes born a Jew but have left your temple.
I have worn the prayer shawl, ' o - ?
resd from the Torah, ‘
but they were to me meaningless rhythas,
feeling no ologer %o God,



ErHRAIM:

AVRAMS

EPHRAIM:

AVEAM:

EPHRAIM:

AVRAMs

faelingne-—closer o lod,

Tou sre selfish in your love, Avrem,
we are all his children.

He does nct bear things mesningless to you.

Though lambs ere sscrificed for the sheep,
do they not btreed more lambs

and 8till remoin blind?

Iambs sre sometimes sscrificed

but the whole flock must save itself from slsuzhter.

The lLord looks brightly
ocn the sommunity.

You say He blesses the community, _
but these people, usurions and hypoeriticsl,
een they be my brothers?

I gee in their vulgsr faces no zodlineas,

yot you say Ha blesses them.
He has falth in the loviny znd the plous.

But in the maze I have not felt His warm glance.
Has He forgotien me?

Bo for my soul's eircumelsion

5 I heve only the polite mask of the gentile

i?au';c,". his susplelous whispers,

In this arnmy, they trest me fairly

“but snticipate upon the precipice of my birth

‘tha rush, znd then the jeering of the regulars.
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EFHRAIM)

AVRAB:

EPHRAIM:

w2

Call ms heretic, blest snathemma vpon me,

say the prayer of the deed over me,

but I heave left your tewple,
You apesk of justice,

 bat I zes noneee

i!'hre are the booksy but where is the law?
{Hhon he saw hia people
relapee Lo perverse idols end g-owl there

-@id not that stutterinz man

shetter the testament upon & roek?

Isp, but those fragments
eannot in 81l eternity disintegrste.

And those hppoorites who pray
8t your synagogue, but to other gods,
whet of them?

Do not worry sbhout theme

They erowd every chureh end blaspheme 1%,
Do you think He does not zee tha promenade?
bBecnune Hia children sre smug ’
and gtrut the streets in comle sucoess

Ba doss not see it?

Pig-foeced they ere with wenton eyes,
thick-akinned in Lrazen orntment,

fut In their ailken germente

soeking the most profane novelty of lincorious sente,

they who think they buy love and me jesty

preferring to righteousness

.- . _ | |
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& feater sec:uz;it.y--

The Lord will smite them:

The perfume shall stink on their gouls
gthe Jewels burn their flesh like munds
“bheir gold will turn to leechosww

they shell krow their heughtiness wes siﬁ,
and bow thelr hesds,

- pralse the judgment of that sngry God.

BARUCH (enters with elosk): I will go to mee your Kaiser, Avrem,

my misaion 18 for my pecplewm
o Ephysin, I am joingg

wd is my fortress,
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| ‘e 3t The Faiser 's gestle {lrsce slone in center stige. The Haiser
o is way to the vright, listenlwns to the music and lsnghter off stage)
@RMCE (Lo hersoll )! They sre the proud, Lhe gey, =»nd the foir
mmed by metter of finance and oreed
?gp.‘-.ng to parties sround the world
: i’eod on whim the swan or mockingbird,

20 1t 1= with him, our Xalawr, _
Noble staturs, his eyes like hrandy

\./ | bende untouched mt by sspphire |
(thelr reposed wlth kerchief, et hic fine acerves,
Through thet sllken mustzche
g amlle flonts on me}

hiz eool ezra shell not hesr the curses of the rzhble.

KAISER: Come into the other room,

Join us iIn the dance,

GRACE I tire Irom suoh a sveel experisnce,
I am Intoxicated from the bemuty-,

KAISER: Fob 28 Derutiful o5 you.
1 heve hesrd the word of your tranquil loveliness

ibut only & revelsiion to mine own eyes

uld give such 8 mirsels proof.
-~ GRACE: I must go, my lord, I ssmmot thenk you enough.

KAIGER: VWould you not like to be psri of thie?

The laughter snd the dancing? : | | j

|
|
[

GRECE ¢ I aust veturn home,

xy soldier waite for me apd ths night grows oold.
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mm: Tes, it e ecﬁ.d cut there,

' the trees sro neked sgninst sn ill-treeding aky,
atrenge weeds pise from the field _

jand dogs bark siter the stesmin: desthesrts,

é\thai.r eyes glowiny like yellow meteorsy all nsture in rebelllone.

It is never onld hore, my desr lruce,

our gonfident louvhter werms these artful helll;.
~ But if you muat lenve now,

I will eell my coschmen,

I wanted you Lo coms to t.hé aénasquémda S o |

this comin:s Sundsy, but I suppose you cannot,
GRACE: (emtrseing him) "h my lord, I went to stayl I went tol

EAISER: Then you shall.
fou eare aimpler than those printed vinea
entwined sround my throne,
but your flower is of hnevsn'a- 283anCe o
(kisees her hend}
I would buy you rin~s for your small hands

& dindenm for your golden helir.

You will bathe in the Orlent's mont uresious wepors,

 dress in broecade and =1lk that gliatens like moonliht,
S It eould be a8 hormonious weddinn-—

I shell nwke you royale

You walk the aerden court amidst bubbling founteina
end plek fowers of brilliant hye i

to teke to your Adivinely acented hreaéta;

Ard at nizht, in our esnopled bed,




KAISERs
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anticipate wy soft approach

(a0 every aeromony will be aweet).

Sood Grace, everythinz you went on enrth

will e yours.

You will be the richest and most envied empress in the worlde

MINISTER (enters)s Ferden me, my lord,

your soldier has brought the Rebbi frow #lienschule heres

Good! Bring him in lmmedlately—~
Go join the denve, expect me soons

I must adninister the affaivs of stote. (Kisses her)

{(Exhit Grsce anl Minister~ Fauss, t wo soldiers bring in Beruch)

BARICH

KAISER 2

Ah, meost lesrned Rebbi,

80 you are leader of the Jews! o ' .o
I have lon: wanted to meet with you. |
Though I sm aot familisr wit: Semitie litersture

I beve grest recpect for the learalng of entisuity,

Do you Imow them? Sit dowm, _
I would like to spoak o you conesrning the subject of the Golem,
end as everything within this reelm i my subleot
I weuld know more about thot being.
I hesr in lagends thst he is 2 feultlons servend

&nd can perfom wondrous superelaman tasks.
That iz true,

That by his mester's comerd

he onn teke any size snd form, _ - ' ' ’



BARUCH:

KAISER:

GARUCHS

KAISKR:

BARICH?
KAISERS
BARUCH

KALLTR:

-2

bulild or desiray eay thing.
Yes, he obeys his meater,

&m T not, then, legmily his moster?
You sre ccquainted with the law of Iregus,

Rabbl, end know thelr significsnces

The Solem wea crested by Rebbi Lone
mEny yoars 8go,
and e left my people his legacys

The Jolew 1: thelr servent,

Really?

And the Jeus ere ny servenis, you understend!

My to Godew

And hisz repressntstive?

I do not knows

Do not know?

Come, Rabbi, I do net understand your interpretation of the law.-
But let us not deviele too far,.

The results of thiz plagme hove bosn too ;prosa to contemplute,
the aitlzens 2uffer from sickness ani grief. _

We heve tried many methods tn sure the terrible Dlight upon us,
but it 511 comes to no good. -

I enm impediont with welting,

and the people erm gtand only so muoeh, ' : - - S
If this corerture 1z sueh n mirscle performer _ [

why cennot we use hin to destroy the epldemie?



BARUCH:

EAYSPR:

BARUCH:

EAISER:

RARUCH

FAISER:

BARUGCH:

KAISERS

wid B

Your state suffers for 1ta own ginfeem

this Jolem cannot cbay wronz orders.

Whet! Are you msking up rulea?

This is no geme.

Only I know the conjurations
to weke the Golem,

end I wild not give my secret for your snds,

Thess .are not MY ends, Rabbl,

This is 2 humene endesvor--—
fou cannoi UNDD whst you heve donel

Enouzh] You meke me angrye-

i have met you asg & eivilised man
but oen no longer trest vou as such,
You are too farmtic to realize

the orime you sare sommiting,

Heve faar, for if the Golem wers to eleen this air
he would have to destroy the disesse

and 1ts ceuss——

I an not afreid of your Jewish Jagk-in-the-box}

(Beruch spiis)

You spit in sontenpt?
Who are you bo loathe me?
Sing your nasel chants

in that foasil shrine-- No one hesrs youl
hgea hove passed your flory,







