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For more than twenty years Professor Donald Rosenberg has been
bringing MSU students under the spell of the immensely difficult and
immensely rewarding poetry of John Milion, the greatest English Renaissance

poet after Shakespeare.

His students tell us that Professor Rosenberg has accomplished the great
task of helping them find the life and strength of Milton's poetry by being
the "best lecturer they've ever seen.” They say that he communicates "a
passionate enthusiasm for Milton's texts, making [the texts] seem incredibly
immediate.” They note that Professor Rosenberg's lectures are "beautifully
crafted, packed with information, but above all exciting and thought

provoking.”

Professor Rosenberg's students emphasize just as strongly that their |

teacher has significantly helped them develop their own abilities to think,

speak, and write about the literature he teaches. Professor Rosenberg is

very good, they say, at creating a "real interchange” among the students in

the class and that he does so by both "challenging” and "respecting” students’
ideas. They stress that Professor Rosenberg gives them just the right
amount and kind of personal attention. One student, for instance, says that
he always has the feeling that every paper he writes for Professor Rosenberg
he is writing with Professor Rosenberg. Another student notes the hard

work Professor Rosenberg gives to his students’ writing by observing that "if



one walked the length of the second floor of Morrill Hall between nine and
three and peeked into open offices, the most likely sight was Professor
Rosenberg, puffing his pipe and slowly and meticulously working through a

stack of papers.”

Professor Rosenberg's students also speak of the gentle but deep
dedication he brings to his teaching, noting his "patience and the constancy
of his good humor™” as well as his “quiet integrity” and his commitment "to

the real life of the university.”

All of his students agree that Professor Rosenberg is someone who
possesses in abundance the intelligence, dedication, and sensitivity they look
for in a teacher and that he maiches these virtues with a seriousness,
thoughtfulness, and kindness that has helped them understand the value of

their work as students of literature.






