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For more than twenty years Professor Donald Rosenberg has been

bringing MSU students under the spell of the immensely difficult and

immensely rewarding poetry of John Milton, the greatest English Renaissance

poet after Shakespeare.

His students tell us that Professor Rosenberg has accomplished the great

task of helping them find the life and strength of Milton's poetry by being

the "best lecturer they've ever seen." They say that he communicates "a

passionate enthusiasm for Milton's texts, making [the texts] seem incredibly

immediate." They note that Professor Rosenberg's lectures are "beautifully

crafted, packed with information, but above ail exciting and thought

provoking."

Professor Rosenberg's students emphasize just as strongly that their

teacher has significantly helped them develop their own abilities to think,

speak, and write about the literature he teaches. Professor Rosenberg is

very good, they say, at creating a "real interchange" among the students in

the class and that he does so by both "challenging" and "respecting" students'

ideas. They stress that Professor Rosenberg gives them just the right

amount and kind of personal attention. One student, for instance, says that

he always has the feeling that every paper he writes for Professor Rosenberg

he is writing with Professor Rosenberg. Another student notes the hard

work Professor Rosenberg gives to his students' writing by observing that "if



one walked the length of the second floor of Morrill Hall between nine and

three and peeked into open offices, the most likely sight was Professor

Rosenberg, puffing his pipe and slowly and meticulously working through a

stack of papers."

Professor Rosenbergs students also speak of the gentle but deep

dedication he brings to his teaching, noting his "patience and the constancy

of his good humor" as well as his "quiet integrity" and his commitment "to

the real life of the university."

All of his students agree that Professor Rosenberg is someone who

possesses in abundance the intelligence, dedication, and sensitivity they look

for in a teacher and that he matches these virtues with a seriousness,

thoughtfulness, and kindness that has helped them understand the value of

their work as students of literature.
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To the Selection Committee:

One of the pleasures of returning to Michigan State was to
join as a colleague someone whom I had respected greatly as a
teacher. Sitting in Don Rosenberg's classes in the early
eighties was one of the highlights of my undergraduate career.
As I begin my own career as a university professor, I often find
myself thinking back to what happened in his classrooms as a
standard and pattern for my own teaching.

Perhaps the best indication of my admiration for Dr.
Rosenberg is the fact that I enrolled in three of his courses (he
was the only MSU professor with whom I took more than one
course), and always felt that I had more to learn from him. As a
freshman, I first watched him lead a large Milton course. Dr.
Rosenberg communicated a passionate enthusiasm for Milton's
texts, making them seem incredibly immediate, and at the same
time teaching us through that sense of immediacy to respect their
historical difference. That is a trick managed only in the best
scholarly criticism in our field. Both in that course, and later
in a graduate seminar on Spenser and Sydney, Dr. Rosenberg taught
me more about reading historically than I later learned in my
graduate career at Oxford University.

But the course that I would describe as truly formative in
my training—both as a scholar and as a teacher—was an honors
seminar in the epic. I occasionally hear from other students
from that seminar; even those who have not gone on to scholarly
careers still speak of the course as a major influence on the way
that they think about reading. The dynamics of the course seem
to me in retrospect a model of the undergraduate classroom. Dr.
Rosenberg was both challenging and respectful of students7

opinions; students enthusiastically initiated much of the
discussion, encouraged by their professors' perceptive comments
about the material. And just when you felt that you had mastered
a text, Dr. Rosenberg threw out an unexpected interpretation
which made you reexamine your assumptions. That kind of real
interchange is rare in the classroom, and it has affected my own
view of what education can be.

As I see him as a colleague, one of the things I most admire
about Dr. Rosenberg is his quiet integrity, his refusal to be
involved in personal self-promotion. That is one of the reasons
I am so pleased to help in nominating him for the Paul Varg
Alumni Award. Those who are committed to the real life of the
university often get overlooked in favor of those who have
"flashier" careers. Dr. Rosenberg is one of the people who makes


